
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

                      

 

                      

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

                   

 

 

What is the same and what is 
different? 

Robin Class – Autumn 2018 

 
 

 
 

DT  
We will be learning about what makes a 
structure stable. We will start by looking at real 
objects and then use our bodies to consider 
what shapes are more stable than others. We 
will explore ways of strengthening paper 
structures, taking part in some co-operative 
challenges! Using all of our learning, we will be 
creating stable clay models of meerkats or 
penguins.  
 Art 
Drawing / Sculpture (clay) 
Continuing what we started on transition day 
we will be looking at lines, shapes and patterns, 
using observation as a key skill in drawing. 
Art will link with DT as we explore what we can 
do with clay. 

Geography 
Starting with where we have been we will reinforce our 
knowledge of the countries within the U.K and also the 
continents and oceans of the world. We will be looking 
at hot and cold regions, comparing them and thinking 
what it would be like there. 
The children will encounter geographical vocabulary 
such as desert, equator, poles and climate. 
 

Science 
Living Things and their Habitats / Animals 
We will be learning about things that are living, dead and that have 
never lived and we will consider what things are needed in order to 
sustain life.  
We will learn about different types of animals, where they live and 
how they have adapted to these habitats, what they eat and their life-
cycles. 
Key science skills will be sorting, classifying and researching.  

Literacy 
We will be using two books: ‘Meerkat 
Mail’ by Emily Gravett and ‘Lost and 
Found’ by Oliver Jeffers, as starting points 
and inspiration for our topic.  
Much of our learning will be focusing on 
the ‘nuts and bolts’ of what makes a good 
sentence, however we will also be looking 
at different text types, such as recounts, 
postcards, information texts and 
narratives.  
The children will be encountering lots of 
new vocabulary and there will be an 
emphasis on orally rehearsing our writing 
first using whole sentences (Talk for 
Writing). 
In year two, the children begin to learn 
more complex spelling rules, building on 
their phonics sessions from last year. 
They will also learn to locate and extract 
important information from a text in 
order to answer questions quickly and 
accurately. 

 Music 
Over the course of the term, we will 
listen to ‘The Carnival of the Animals’ 
by Camille Saint-Saens. 
We will think about how he 
represented different animals and 
have a go at doing this ourselves! 
 

Computing 
This term we will refresh the 
children’s understanding of safety. 
Then they will go on to create 
pictures of meerkats and penguins 
with facts to go with them. In order 
to complete this they will be learning 
how to organise, store, manipulate 
and retrieve digital content. 
 

PE 
To start the term, we will be developing 
our games skills. As well as practising 
skills such as throwing, catching and 
striking, we will also work on co-
operation and tactics. 
Swimming – From October, we will be 
swimming. We will be trying to achieve 
our own personal targets whether that 
be just getting our face wet, taking our 
first independent strokes or swimming 
25m confidently. 
We will be keeping up with our running 
too!  

 

PSE/Value 
Being Me in My World! 
At the start of the school year, we 
consider worries and how to deal 
with them. As a class, we will also 
reflect on our rights and 
responsibilities. 
Our whole school values will be 
perseverance and friendship. 
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PE – Our day for PE in school will be a Tuesday. Please note, from 3rd of October until Christmas we will be swimming every Wednesday (see separate letter). Also, do not forget we will 
be running our mile on other days throughout each week. 
 
Reading at home – New system! Please ensure that you sign every time your child reads at home. A little (10mins) every day is the best way! 
 
Homework – Your child will bring a new task home every Tuesday. They need to hand it back in, completed and signed, by the following Monday. 
 
Spellings – Tricky word spellings will be ongoing. The list your child is currently working on will be in their ‘Spelling Test’ book. These will be kept in their book bag so that you can see 
how they are doing in their tests. Please don’t use them for practising in. Your child might be tested on these on any morning of the week, we do this on a rolling program. 
In year 2, your child will also bring home weekly spellings with their homework. We will test these on Mondays. 

Maths 
In our daily maths lessons, we will begin with number and place value within 2 digit 
numbers. Counting forwards and backwards in 1’s, 2’s, 3’s, 5’s and 10’s, recognising 
odd and even numbers and ordering using <, > and = signs. 
We will be consolidating our knowledge that + can be done in any order but that – 
can’t. We will be using number lines to calculate and also to practise adding and 
subtracting quickly. We will also begin our multiplication and division topic nearer 
Christmas. 
 

RE 
In RE, we will listening to, and discussing, some of the 
stories that Jesus told and we will be considering the 
following questions; 
Is it possible to be kind all of the time? 
Why did God give Jesus to the world? 
 


